
GCSE English Language and Literature



• In English all students follow EDUQAS GCSE English Language and 
Literature

• There is only one tier of entry for both qualifications.

• Both qualifications are 100% exam based, and each involves the 
completion of 2 examination papers.



Literature

Exam one 2hrs / 40%:
• Section A – Extract question 

based on Macbeth. 
• Section B – Two questions based 

on poems from an anthology.
Exam two 2hrs 30mins / 60%:
• Section A – Question a drama 

text
• Section B – Question on a 19th

century novel
• Section C – Two questions on 

unseen poems. 

• Language 

Exam one 1hr 45mins / 40%:

• Reading: comprehension tasks 
(fiction text)

• Writing: One creative writing 
task.

• Exam two 2hrs / 60%:

• Reading: questions on two 
extracts, one from the 19th

century and one from the 21st

century. 

• Writing: Two transactional/ 
persuasive writing tasks. 



Component 1 
40% of the qualification.
• Reading: structured questions based on one prose extract from the 20th century. 
• Writing: One narrative writing task from a choice of 4. 
Component 2
60% of the qualification
• Reading: Structured questions based on 2 texts, one from the 19th century and one 
from the 21st century. 
• Writing: Two writing tasks. E.g. speech, review, formal letter, report and article. 
There will be no choice of tasks offered here



• Students need to study all 18 poems in the Anthology.
• Students need  to be able to link these poems together 

thematically.
• Students need to understand about the background to 

the poems and the poets.
• Students need to quote extensively from all the 

poems. 

English Literature



• There will be a question based on an extract from 
the studied text and then students will have to 
widen out their discussion to the whole text.

• Students will therefore need to be able to quote 
extensively from this text. 

19th Century Novel – A Christmas Carol



20th Century Play – An Inspector Calls 

• There will be a question based on an extract 
from the studied text and then students will 
have to widen out their discussion to the whole 
text.

• Students will therefore need to be able to 
quote extensively from this text. 



• There will be an essay based question 
where students will only analyse the 
language of the extract and then an essay 
question which will be plot or character 
based about the whole play.

• Students will need to be able to quote 
extensively from this text. 

Macbeth – 20% of the Qualification.  



Unseen Poetry– 20% of the Qualification.  

• Students will be faced with 2 
poems they will never have seen 
before.

• They will be given a focus and have 
to analyse one of them.

• They will  then have to compare the 
first poem to the 2nd one. 



Starting point – create knowledge organisers

●Be able to write down in detail what each story / poem/ play is about –
what happens.

●List all the named characters in the text

●List all the major themes. 

●Write down 3 things that are important about the background of the story 
or the author

●For each character/theme have at least 2-3 quotations that can be 
commented upon (as a push, try to use literary terminology).



Flashcards



Mindmaps



Videos

●GCSE Pod – usual school login https://www.youtube.com/@DystopiaJunk
ie



How you can be involved

●Quizzing – use the flashcards and 

mind maps

●Being aware of what needs to be 

revised

●Timing  - taking each character and theme, using their knowledge 
organisers and writing for 45 mins. Gradually remove the plans…

●Past papers can be downloaded from the EDUQAS website –

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-
gcse/#tab_pastpapers



• All lesson resources and revision materials bespoke for 
each class will be available on Google Classroom. 

• Any CGP publication based on the set texts These are 
more colourful and are presented in a more cartoon-style 
format. 

• The York Notes for GCSE series, again on the same texts. 
These are less colourful but are clearly structured to 
consider the plot, characters and key themes. 

• www.sparknotes.com and www.cliffsnotes.com will 
contain detailed plot and character notes online for all of 
our set texts.

WHILST THESE ARE USEFUL, NOTHING IS BETTER THAN 
ACTUALLY COMPLETING TEST QUESTIONS IN TIMED 
CONDITIONS.

Further support



English Language

Reading section

This is not an exam that your child can revise for in terms of remembering lots of facts – more it is about applying the skills learnt in lessons.

Completing past paper questions – in timed conditions (1 hour for either paper 1 or 2) is the best way to prepare for this part.

Writing section 

Plan to write about –

Component 1 - 45 mins

Have a story in your mind…OR

Have a detailed description of a character – and a life for that character. 

Grab a list of story titles and spend 5 mins on each planning how your idea/character would fit this. Then choose 1 and write for 35 mins. 

Component 2 – 30 mins each

A lively and engaging film/book review

A holiday place you know well

A person you admire

Information about – healthy lifestyles/ the environment/ school topics (facilities/activities)

Encourage 2 mins proof reading – 32/80 are for technical accuracy  (Have you written in the correct way…for the right 
person…about the right thing…capital letters…correct punctuation…variety of punctuation…variety of sentence 
structures…paragraphs…ambitious/ appropriately chosen vocab

Students often struggle to keep to their timings and answer 
both of these transactional pieces – so practicing them in 30 
minute timed conditions is the best thing here to help them



Videos

●BPC English on Youtube – which is specifically for our Eduqas exam board



Read, Read, 
Read!

The best writers
are readers



Maths - How to revise?

Maths GCSE Exam Dates

Paper 1 – Non-Calculator – 15.5.25 (am)

Paper 2 – Calculator – 4.6.25 (am)

Paper 3 – Calculator – 11.6.25 (am)

Exam board: Edexcel

Key topics: Algebra, Geometry, Number,

Ratio & Proportion, Probability, Statistics



Question Level Analysis following PPEs (Mock Exams)

● Identify amber topics first

○ look at the question and correct 

if you can (could be a calculation 

error)

○ Use corbett maths or maths 

genie to watch the video and try 

some other questions

○ Ask your maths teacher if you 

still don’t understand

● Go through the red topics

○ If you do not recognise the topic, 

ask your teacher

○ If you do recognise the topic use 

corbett maths or maths genie to 

revise it



Useful Websites

● www.drfrostmaths.com

○ Y11 students are being set homework tasks by their class teachers on Dr Frost 

every two weeks

○ These are tasks that are high frequency topics for your child to practice

● www.corbettmaths.com

○ There are videos, practice exam questions and written solutions for all GCSE 

topics

○ Practise exam papers with all worked solutions

○ Regular, daily practice with 5-a-days on a mixture of topics

● www.mathsgenie.co.uk

○ Individual topic practice with written solutions

http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


Homework

● Homework booklets are set weekly and marked by your child’s teacher.

○ It is important these are completed with working out and handed in 

on time

○ The teacher will go through any questions that are identified as weak 

topics

○ The questions are repeated so there should be improvement over 

time









Homework

● Homework booklets are set weekly and marked by your child’s teacher.

○ It is important these are completed with working out and handed in 

on time

○ The teacher will go through any questions that are identified as weak 

topics

○ The questions are repeated so there should be improvement over 

time

● Dr Frost is an online homework set fortnightly

○ This is marked instantly so your child gets immediate feedback

○ Therapy videos and additional questions are provided for questions 

they have got wrong

○ Your child can ask their teacher if they still do not understand





It was 100 days until the first year 11 maths 

exam on Tuesday and Corbett Maths is 

doing a daily revision countdown. Link 

below...

https://corbettmaths.com/100-days/

100 Day Countdown

https://corbettmaths.com/100-days/


Every student needs their own 

calculator. 

All calculator work differently and 

they need to practice using their 

own.

Tesco - £12.00 on clubcard

Amazon - £12.70

Asda - £15.00  



RE



Effective Revision Techniques for GCSE Edexcel 
Religious Studies (Spec A)

Paper 1 Area of Study 1: Study of Religion –
Catholic Christianity

Paper 2 Area of Study 2: Study of Second 
Religion Judaism 

Paper 3 Area of Study 3: Philosophy and Ethics

Helping Your Child Succeed



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/specification-gcse-l1-l2-religious-studies-a-june-2016-draft-4.pdf


Revision material provided to students 
on Google Classroom 

• A list of each topic in each paper 
and what they need to know.

• A revision booklet containing 
key information

• A question booklet to practice 
past paper questions

• A revision checklist leading up to 
the exam to ensure they have 
covered all the topics 



Revision Packs 

All students will receive a revision 
pack after half term which they 

must bring to every lesson.



RE Revision countdown 

• If students follow this 
guide they will cover every 
topic before the exam.



Introducing Active Recall

Active recall is a proven and effective revision strategy where 
students actively retrieve information from memory rather 
than passively reviewing notes.

Why it works:

• - Strengthens memory and retention.

• - Encourages deep understanding of key topics.

• - Prepares students for exam-style questions.



Why It Works for Religious Studies
GCSE Edexcel Religious Studies (Spec A) requires students 
to:

- Recall key religious beliefs, teachings, and practices.
- Apply knowledge to ethical and philosophical questions.
- Structure clear, well-supported answers using evidence 
and examples.
Active recall helps students develop these skills by 
simulating the conditions of the exam.



How to Implement Active Recall
1. Create Flashcards:

- Use questions on one side and answers on the other.

- Include key quotes, case studies, or definitions.

2. Self-Quizzing:

- Regularly test knowledge without looking at notes.

- Try answering essay-style questions.

3. Use Past Papers:

- Practice under timed conditions.

- Review answers using mark schemes to identify areas for improvement.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html


Sample Questions for Active Recall



Sample Questions for Active Recall

Explain two ways the Creation account can be 
understood.(4)

• Encourage students to practice answering 
these types of questions using their notes, 
and then test themselves without any help.





How Parents Can Support Active Recall

• - Create a quiet, distraction-free study 
• environment.
• - Encourage consistent daily or weekly revision 

sessions.
• - Use flashcards to quiz your child or discuss key 

topics together.
• - Help them set realistic goals and track progress.
• - Praise effort and progress to build confidence.



Recommended Resources

• - Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Spec A 
Revision Guide

• - GCSE Pod  (Judaism)
• - Seneca Learning (Religious Studies Section)
• - Edexcel Past Papers and Mark Schemes
• - Mind maps and digital flashcard apps (e.g., 

Quizlet)



Combined Science (Trilogy) Higher Tier & Foundation Tier
6 paper (2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics)
Each paper is 1 hour 15 mins
70 marks per paper

Dates

Bio paper 1: 13/05
Chem paper 1: 19/05
Phys paper 1: 22/05

Bio paper 2: 09/06
Chem paper 2: 13/06
Phys paper 2: 16/06

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?subject=Science&qualification=GCSE+Science&secondaryResourceType=Question+papers




DIGITAL CURRICULUM on GOOGLE CLASSROOM

● Lesson powerpoints

● Past Paper questions for 

each topic

● Worked exam questions 

delivered by Thornleigh 

Science teachers

https://classroom.google.com/w/MTM2OTI5MzQ4MjEz/t/all


Active Revision



MALMESBURY SCIENCE: REQUIRED PRACTICALS

FREE SCIENCE LESSONS

PRIMROSE KITTEN

COGNITO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIOMlwBoe_4&list=PLAd0MSIZBSsF3vV_uxzbcNHuDrQ6Hc-Ul
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HS6D0hTzdg&t=19s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HJu8WTtZJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fN8kH9Vvqo0&list=PLidqqIGKox7WeOKVGHxcd69kKqtwrKl8W


40% AO1 (Demonstrate Knowledge & Understanding)
This is assessing recall of facts.

FLASHCARDS

● Flash cards encourage students to retrieve information from memory rather 

than passively reading notes.

● Complex topics can be split up into chunks.

● Diagrams and symbols can be added to flash cards to improve memory 

retention.

● Flash cards can be used anytime, anywhere.

● They allow for short, focused study sessions which are more effective than 

long periods of passive revision.

● They are an easy way for friends and family to support with testing.



Common skills across all 3 sciences 

Outlining practical methods

Risk assessments

Variables (IV, DV, CV)

Multi step calculations

Converting units

Drawing graphs

Graphs - describing and explaining the 

shape

Rearranging equations

Giving answers in standard form, 

significant figures, decimal places

Understanding accuracy, precision, 

reliability, and validity

Structuring long answer questions (6 

marks) logically.

Identifying errors

Knowing the difference between 

describe, explain, evaluate, compare, and 

suggest.


